
 

 

Edith Cooper Acceptance Speech for the 2012 Corporate Leadership Award 

SEO Annual Awards Dinner 

April 17, 2012 

My thanks to SEO for this recognition, especially to the staff who do so much to provide 

academic enrichment to students in underserved communities. And, of course, congratulations 

and admiration go to the SEO scholars and their families that are here tonight. You are role 

models for what it takes to be successful in life. Thank you all, and I accept this award with 

gratitude and humility. 

Opportunity is the bedrock of the mission of SEO. Its Career Program (launched in 1981) pried 

open the doors of Wall Street for diverse students, creating opportunity through access, training 

and sponsorship. 

My husband Robert, who is here tonight, was in this first class of SEO students. He was, 

and is, the typical SEO student – focused on making an impact, striving for excellence and 

committed to giving back. He has been a role model to many, including myself and our three 

children. I’ve been able to “do it all” - have a terrific career and an amazing family - thanks to his 

support, encouragement and true partnership. 

There is no doubt that the industry, and Goldman Sachs specifically, have benefited greatly 

from our partnership with SEO, but we have more work to do on diversity. We cannot maintain 

our leadership position in the global financial markets, and add value to our clients and 

communities, without diversity at every level at our firm. 

We are here tonight to celebrate the SEO's Scholars Program. This program gets to the basic 

opportunity that all children should have: the opportunity to receive a good education, or better 

yet, a great education. 

I am passionate about education and its power to generate opportunities; to dare young minds 

to dream big. Through diligence, hard work and family support, these dreams become reality. 

As a partner at Goldman Sachs, I am extremely proud of our firm’s long partnership with SEO. 

Sidney Weinberg and Gus Levy, former senior partners of the firm, were early supporters of 

Michael Osheowitz’s vision for SEO in the 1960s. They understood the significance of providing 

access and mentorship to ensure the students’ success. John Whitehead continued the firm’s 

commitment through the Scholars Program during the 1980s. And, Gary Cohn, our president 

and COO, (my mentor and friend) is with us tonight. 

Today, Goldman Sachs’ partnership with SEO remains strong. Some 75 SEO alumni are 

currently my colleagues at Goldman Sachs, including two of our managing directors, Jeff 

Scruggs and Ramsey Smith. Jeff and Ramsey serve on the SEO board and are with us this 

evening. 

With this award, you honor that partnership, and I am again, deeply humbled. Thank you. 


