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Poor Economics 
Abhijit V. Banerjee & Esther Duflo 

Written by the founders of MIT’s Poverty Action Laboratory, Poor Economics is a
transformative reappraisal of the world of the extreme poor. While billions of government
dollars, and thousands of organisations are dedicated to helping the world's poor, much
of the work they do is based on assumptions that are untested generalisations at best
and harmful misperceptions at worst. 

Working in dozens of countries over 15 years, Banerjee and Duflo have identified in Poor
Economics wholly new aspects of the behaviour of poor people, their needs, and the
way that aid or financial investment can affect their lives, offering all of us an opportunity
to think of a world beyond poverty.

Triumph of the City 
Edward L. Glaeser 

Pioneering urban economist Edward Glaeser offers a fascinating, even inspiring proof
that the city is humanity's greatest invention and our best hope for the future. He sets
out to prove that cities are actually the healthiest, greenest and richest places to live.

Glaeser travels through history and around the globe to reveal the hidden workings of
cities and how they bring out the best in humankind. Using intrepid reportage, keen
analysis and eloquent argument, he makes an impassioned case for the city. 

With Triumph of the City, Glaeser reminds us forcefully why we should love and nurture
our cities or suffer consequences that will hurt us all, no matter where we live.

Exorbitant Privilege 
Barry Eichengreen 

For more than half a century, the dollar has been not just America's currency but the
world's. This has been a source of strength for the United States, but now, with US
budget deficits growing, holding dollars is viewed as a losing proposition.

In Exorbitant Privilege Barry Eichengreen traces the rise of the dollar to its domination of
the global economy. With the rise of China, India, Brazil and other emerging economies,
America no longer towers over the global economy.

Incisive and challenging, Exorbitant Privilege is a fascinating analysis of the changes that
lie ahead and a challenge, equally, to both those who warn that the dollar is doomed, as
well as those who regard its continuing dominance as inevitable.
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Wilful Blindness 
Margaret Heffernan 

In this timely book, Margaret Heffernan makes the convincing case that while we are
supposedly better informed than ever, we are guilty of frequent and self-destructive acts
of wilful blindness. Children are educated to be docile capitalists, rather than
argumentative citizens – and companies are so terrified of the truth that they delude
themselves with risk models that end up killing them. 

Ranging through history, business, science, government and the family, Heffernan’s
engaging book explains why wilful blindness is so dangerous in our interconnected
world, before suggesting ways institutions and individuals can start to combat it.

The Quest 
Daniel Yergin 

In this long-awaited successor to his Pulitzer-winning The Prize, Daniel Yergin provides
an essential narrative of global energy – the principal engine of geopolitical and
economic change and central to the battle over climate change. 

From the jammed streets of Beijing, the shores of the Caspian Sea, and the conflicts in
the Middle East, to Capitol Hill and Silicon Valley, Yergin takes us inside the decisions and
choices that are shaping our future.

The Quest presents an extraordinary range of characters and a panorama of dramatic
stories, that illustrate the principles that will shape a robust and flexible energy security
system for the decades to come.

Good Strategy, Bad Strategy 
Richard Rumelt 

Using compelling examples and penetrating insights, Richard Rumelt explores new and
powerful ways leaders can tackle obstacles. He explains what is, and what is not, good
strategy and good strategic thinking and what actions organisations should embrace, as
well as avoid. He cites examples from world and corporate history, from Hannibal and
Operation Desert Storm, to IBM and Apple.

In Good Strategy, Bad Strategy Rumelt does not offer simplistic formulas for success.
Instead, he explains the logic of good strategy and the sources of power that talented
strategists have tapped, highlighting the pitfalls and fallacies one must avoid.
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