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Defining Creative Destruction 

A term coined by Austrian economist Joseph Schumpeter in 1942, the 

notion of “creative destruction” emphasizes that in an open, free and 

capitalistic society innovation can disrupt certain industries, forcing 

established companies and business models to either adapt or die. By way 

of reference, we note that we have periodically cited this concept as a 

structural driver in our thematic publications since 2009. 

 

In our view, the process of creative destruction is primarily driven by 

product or business model innovation – often abetted by technology– that 

results in a superior value offering for consumers, be it higher 

performance, greater convenience or lower cost. This enhanced value 

proposition is the source from which economic benefits then flow, first to 

the innovator and over time to its consumers and competitors. The new 

product or model often proliferates into a new paradigm until subsequent 

innovation in turn threatens its dominant position. 

Eight Disruptive Themes 

(1) E-cigarettes: The potential to transform the tobacco industry 

Imagine a product that is possibly >99% less harmful than cigarettes, 

delivers a similar use experience and offers a better economic bargain—

this is the proposition of electronic cigarettes (e-cigs). We believe e-cigs 

have the potential to alter the status quo of the US tobacco market and 

accelerate the volume decline of traditional cigarettes. We estimate, as of 

August 7, 2013, that e-cigs could account for more than 10% of total 

tobacco industry volume and 15% of the total profit pool by 2020. 

 

(2) Cancer Immunotherapy: The future of cancer treatment? 

Cancer immunotherapy, or “re-training” the immune system to kill cancer 

cells, has become the dominant story in pharma with impressive responses 

and survival data in some of the most intractable cancers. Goldman Sachs 

initial projections of $10-15 bn by 2025 in melanoma, lung and renal may 

only be the start. Although initially being studied in later lines of treatment, 

these agents could be used similarly to how chemotherapy agents are used 

to today – first-line therapy across a diverse range of tumor types. 
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(3) LED Lighting: A large, early-stage and multi-decade opportunity 

Driven by their small and energy-efficient footprint, LEDs have evolved through several 

adoption cycles over the past decade, starting with handsets in the early 2000s and moving 

to TVs in the most recent cycle. We see the next phase of LED growth in general lighting, 

which is now entering the beginning of a multistage adoption curve that will extend over 

the next several decades. 

(4) Alternative Capital: Rise of a new asset class means growing risk for 
reinsurers  

Against a backdrop of low interest rates, pensions and other traditional investors have 

started moving into property-catastrophe reinsurance, contributing to significant 

deterioration this year. We believe that if pensions step up their participation by allocating 

a fraction of their portfolios to this area, reinsurers’ ability to generate attractive risk-

adjusted returns alongside this new capital could be permanently impaired.  

(5) Natural Gas Engine Technology: Attractive economics drive strong, long-term 
penetration 

Natural gas use in transportation is in the very early stages of a strong, long-term adoption 

curve driven by favorable fuel spreads, expanding refueling infrastructure and product cost 

reductions. We see the highest penetration opportunity for natural gas engines in high-

mileage trucking applications where fuel costs savings are greatest. 

(6) Software Defined Networking (SDN): Re-inventing networking for the cloud 
era 

Even as the rest of the tech industry has moved into the cloud computing era, networking 

equipment remains stuck in a decade-old paradigm built around integrated hardware and 

software “boxes” that are configured manually and cannot scale. SDN promises to break 

that bottleneck, introducing an era of software intelligence and programmability that can 

create new platform leaders and high-margin software companies in the sector while 

leaving behind incumbents that cannot adapt. 

(7) 3D Printing: Disruption materializing 

Compared to traditional manufacturing and prototyping methods, 3D printing offers the 

potential for high degrees of customization, reduced costs for complex designs, and lower 

overhead costs for short-run parts and products. The industry has been growing in excess 

of 20% annually and is widely expected to accelerate in the years ahead. 

(8) Big Data: Solutions trying to keep up with data growth and complexity 

New technologies are needed as companies seek ways to glean insights from the explosive 

growth of unstructured or “Big Data” (captured via the web, sensors, smartphones) to 

better understand customers, products and processes. Traditional solutions have their 

limitations, as they were designed to analyze structured data for enterprise. We expect 

technologies to increasingly be leveraged with traditional solutions to address this 

phenomenon, augmenting existing vendors go-to-market offerings while also increasing 

risks of disruption. 

This is a redacted version of The Search for Creative Destruction published August 7, 2013. 
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Disclosure Appendix 

Reg AC 

I, Robert D. Boroujerdi, hereby certify that all of the views expressed in this report accurately reflect my personal views about the subject company or 

companies and its or their securities. I also certify that no part of my compensation was, is or will be, directly or indirectly, related to the specific 

recommendations or views expressed in this report. 

Investment Profile 

The Goldman Sachs Investment Profile provides investment context for a security by comparing key attributes of that security to its peer group and 

market. The four key attributes depicted are: growth, returns, multiple and volatility. Growth, returns and multiple are indexed based on composites 

of several methodologies to determine the stocks percentile ranking within the region's coverage universe.  

The precise calculation of each metric may vary depending on the fiscal year, industry and region but the standard approach is as follows:  

Growth is a composite of next year's estimate over current year's estimate, e.g. EPS, EBITDA, Revenue.  Return is a year one prospective aggregate 

of various return on capital measures, e.g. CROCI, ROACE, and ROE.  Multiple is a composite of one-year forward valuation ratios, e.g. P/E, dividend 

yield, EV/FCF, EV/EBITDA, EV/DACF, Price/Book.  Volatility is measured as trailing twelve-month volatility adjusted for dividends.   

Quantum 

Quantum is Goldman Sachs' proprietary database providing access to detailed financial statement histories, forecasts and ratios. It can be used for 

in-depth analysis of a single company, or to make comparisons between companies in different sectors and markets.  

GS SUSTAIN 

GS SUSTAIN is a global investment strategy aimed at long-term, long-only performance with a low turnover of ideas. The GS SUSTAIN focus list 

includes leaders our analysis shows to be well positioned to deliver long term outperformance through sustained competitive advantage and 

superior returns on capital relative to their global industry peers. Leaders are identified based on quantifiable analysis of three aspects of corporate 

performance: cash return on cash invested, industry positioning and management quality (the effectiveness of companies' management of the 

environmental, social and governance issues facing their industry).  

Disclosures 

Distribution of ratings/investment banking relationships 

Goldman Sachs Investment Research global coverage universe 

Rating Distribution Investment Banking Relationships 

Buy Hold Sell Buy Hold Sell 

Global 32% 54% 14% 53% 45% 36% 

 As of January 1, 2014, Goldman Sachs Global Investment Research had investment ratings on 3,637 equity securities. Goldman Sachs assigns stocks 

as Buys and Sells on various regional Investment Lists; stocks not so assigned are deemed Neutral. Such assignments equate to Buy, Hold and Sell 

for the purposes of the above disclosure required by NASD/NYSE rules. See 'Ratings, Coverage groups and views and related definitions' below.      

Regulatory disclosures 

Disclosures required by United States laws and regulations 

See company-specific regulatory disclosures above for any of the following disclosures required as to companies referred to in this report: manager 

or co-manager in a pending transaction; 1% or other ownership; compensation for certain services; types of client relationships; managed/co-

managed public offerings in prior periods; directorships; for equity securities, market making and/or specialist role. Goldman Sachs usually makes a 

market in fixed income securities of issuers discussed in this report and usually deals as a principal in these securities.  

The following are additional required disclosures: Ownership and material conflicts of interest: Goldman Sachs policy prohibits its analysts, 

professionals reporting to analysts and members of their households from owning securities of any company in the analyst's area of 

coverage.  Analyst compensation: Analysts are paid in part based on the profitability of Goldman Sachs, which includes investment banking 

revenues.  Analyst as officer or director: Goldman Sachs policy prohibits its analysts, persons reporting to analysts or members of their 

households from serving as an officer, director, advisory board member or employee of any company in the analyst's area of coverage.  Non-U.S. 
Analysts: Non-U.S. analysts may not be associated persons of Goldman, Sachs & Co. and therefore may not be subject to NASD Rule 2711/NYSE 

Rules 472 restrictions on communications with subject company, public appearances and trading securities held by the analysts.   

Distribution of ratings: See the distribution of ratings disclosure above.  Price chart: See the price chart, with changes of ratings and price targets in 

prior periods, above, or, if electronic format or if with respect to multiple companies which are the subject of this report, on the Goldman Sachs 

website at http://www.gs.com/research/hedge.html.   

Additional disclosures required under the laws and regulations of jurisdictions other than the United States 

The following disclosures are those required by the jurisdiction indicated, except to the extent already made above pursuant to United States laws 

and regulations. Australia: Goldman Sachs Australia Pty Ltd and its affiliates are not authorised deposit-taking institutions (as that term is defined in 

the Banking Act 1959 (Cth)) in Australia and do not provide banking services, nor carry on a banking business, in Australia. This research, and any 

access to it, is intended only for "wholesale clients" within the meaning of the Australian Corporations Act, unless otherwise agreed by Goldman 

Sachs. In producing research reports, members of the Global Investment Research Division of Goldman Sachs Australia may attend site visits and 

other meetings hosted by the issuers the subject of its research reports. In some instances the costs of such site visits or meetings may be met in part 

or in whole by the issuers concerned if Goldman Sachs Australia considers it is appropriate and reasonable in the specific circumstances relating to 

the site visit or meeting.  Brazil: Disclosure information in relation to CVM Instruction 483 is available at 

http://www.gs.com/worldwide/brazil/area/gir/index.html. Where applicable, the Brazil-registered analyst primarily responsible for the content of this 

research report, as defined in Article 16 of CVM Instruction 483, is the first author named at the beginning of this report, unless indicated otherwise at 

the end of the text.  Canada: Goldman Sachs Canada Inc. is an affiliate of The Goldman Sachs Group Inc. and therefore is included in the company 
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specific disclosures relating to Goldman Sachs (as defined above). Goldman Sachs Canada Inc. has approved of, and agreed to take responsibility for, 

this research report in Canada if and to the extent that Goldman Sachs Canada Inc. disseminates this research report to its clients.  Hong 
Kong: Further information on the securities of covered companies referred to in this research may be obtained on request from Goldman Sachs 

(Asia) L.L.C.  India: Further information on the subject company or companies referred to in this research may be obtained from Goldman Sachs 

(India) Securities Private Limited.  Japan: See below.  Korea: Further information on the subject company or companies referred to in this research 

may be obtained from Goldman Sachs (Asia) L.L.C., Seoul Branch.  New Zealand: Goldman Sachs New Zealand Limited and its affiliates are neither 

"registered banks" nor "deposit takers" (as defined in the Reserve Bank of New Zealand Act 1989) in New Zealand. This research, and any access to it, 

is intended for "wholesale clients" (as defined in the Financial Advisers Act 2008) unless otherwise agreed by Goldman Sachs.  Russia: Research 

reports distributed in the Russian Federation are not advertising as defined in the Russian legislation, but are information and analysis not having 

product promotion as their main purpose and do not provide appraisal within the meaning of the Russian legislation on appraisal 

activity.  Singapore: Further information on the covered companies referred to in this research may be obtained from Goldman Sachs (Singapore) 

Pte. (Company Number: 198602165W).  Taiwan: This material is for reference only and must not be reprinted without permission. Investors should 

carefully consider their own investment risk. Investment results are the responsibility of the individual investor.  United Kingdom: Persons who 

would be categorized as retail clients in the United Kingdom, as such term is defined in the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority, should read this 

research in conjunction with prior Goldman Sachs research on the covered companies referred to herein and should refer to the risk warnings that 

have been sent to them by Goldman Sachs International. A copy of these risks warnings, and a glossary of certain financial terms used in this report, 

are available from Goldman Sachs International on request.   

European Union: Disclosure information in relation to Article 4 (1) (d) and Article 6 (2) of the European Commission Directive 2003/126/EC is available 

at http://www.gs.com/disclosures/europeanpolicy.html which states the European Policy for Managing Conflicts of Interest in Connection with 

Investment Research.   

Japan: Goldman Sachs Japan Co., Ltd. is a Financial Instrument Dealer registered with the Kanto Financial Bureau under registration number Kinsho 

69, and a member of Japan Securities Dealers Association, Financial Futures Association of Japan and Type II Financial Instruments Firms 

Association. Sales and purchase of equities are subject to commission pre-determined with clients plus consumption tax. See company-specific 

disclosures as to any applicable disclosures required by Japanese stock exchanges, the Japanese Securities Dealers Association or the Japanese 

Securities Finance Company.   

Ratings, coverage groups and views and related definitions 

Buy (B), Neutral (N), Sell (S) -Analysts recommend stocks as Buys or Sells for inclusion on various regional Investment Lists. Being assigned a Buy 

or Sell on an Investment List is determined by a stock's return potential relative to its coverage group as described below. Any stock not assigned as 

a Buy or a Sell on an Investment List is deemed Neutral. Each regional Investment Review Committee manages various regional Investment Lists to a 

global guideline of 25%-35% of stocks as Buy and 10%-15% of stocks as Sell; however, the distribution of Buys and Sells in any particular coverage 

group may vary as determined by the regional Investment Review Committee. Regional Conviction Buy and Sell lists represent investment 

recommendations focused on either the size of the potential return or the likelihood of the realization of the return.    

Return potential represents the price differential between the current share price and the price target expected during the time horizon associated 

with the price target. Price targets are required for all covered stocks. The return potential, price target and associated time horizon are stated in each 

report adding or reiterating an Investment List membership.   

Coverage groups and views: A list of all stocks in each coverage group is available by primary analyst, stock and coverage group at 

http://www.gs.com/research/hedge.html. The analyst assigns one of the following coverage views which represents the analyst's investment outlook 

on the coverage group relative to the group's historical fundamentals and/or valuation.  Attractive (A). The investment outlook over the following 12 

months is favorable relative to the coverage group's historical fundamentals and/or valuation.  Neutral (N). The investment outlook over the 

following 12 months is neutral relative to the coverage group's historical fundamentals and/or valuation.  Cautious (C). The investment outlook over 

the following 12 months is unfavorable relative to the coverage group's historical fundamentals and/or valuation.   

Not Rated (NR). The investment rating and target price have been removed pursuant to Goldman Sachs policy when Goldman Sachs is acting in an 

advisory capacity in a merger or strategic transaction involving this company and in certain other circumstances.  Rating Suspended (RS). Goldman 

Sachs Research has suspended the investment rating and price target for this stock, because there is not a sufficient fundamental basis for 

determining, or there are legal, regulatory or policy constraints around publishing, an investment rating or target. The previous investment rating and 

price target, if any, are no longer in effect for this stock and should not be relied upon.  Coverage Suspended (CS). Goldman Sachs has suspended 

coverage of this company.  Not Covered (NC). Goldman Sachs does not cover this company.  Not Available or Not Applicable (NA). The 

information is not available for display or is not applicable.  Not Meaningful (NM). The information is not meaningful and is therefore excluded.   

Global product; distributing entities 

The Global Investment Research Division of Goldman Sachs produces and distributes research products for clients of Goldman Sachs on a global 

basis. Analysts based in Goldman Sachs offices around the world produce equity research on industries and companies, and research on 

macroeconomics, currencies, commodities and portfolio strategy. This research is disseminated in Australia by Goldman Sachs Australia Pty Ltd 

(ABN 21 006 797 897); in Brazil by Goldman Sachs do Brasil Corretora de Títulos e Valores Mobiliários S.A.; in Canada by either Goldman Sachs 

Canada Inc. or Goldman, Sachs & Co.; in Hong Kong by Goldman Sachs (Asia) L.L.C.; in India by Goldman Sachs (India) Securities Private Ltd.; in 

Japan by Goldman Sachs Japan Co., Ltd.; in the Republic of Korea by Goldman Sachs (Asia) L.L.C., Seoul Branch; in New Zealand by Goldman Sachs 

New Zealand Limited; in Russia by OOO Goldman Sachs; in Singapore by Goldman Sachs (Singapore) Pte. (Company Number: 198602165W); and in 

the United States of America by Goldman, Sachs & Co. Goldman Sachs International has approved this research in connection with its distribution in 

the United Kingdom and European Union.  

European Union: Goldman Sachs International authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

and the Prudential Regulation Authority, has approved this research in connection with its distribution in the European Union and United Kingdom; 
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Finanzdienstleistungsaufsicht, may also distribute research in Germany.  
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This research is for our clients only. Other than disclosures relating to Goldman Sachs, this research is based on current public information that we 
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Goldman Sachs conducts a global full-service, integrated investment banking, investment management, and brokerage business. We have 

investment banking and other business relationships with a substantial percentage of the companies covered by our Global Investment Research 

Division. Goldman, Sachs & Co., the United States broker dealer, is a member of SIPC (http://www.sipc.org).  

Our salespeople, traders, and other professionals may provide oral or written market commentary or trading strategies to our clients and our 

proprietary trading desks that reflect opinions that are contrary to the opinions expressed in this research. Our asset management area, our 

proprietary trading desks and investing businesses may make investment decisions that are inconsistent with the recommendations or views 

expressed in this research. 
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